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Reduction on “Perhaps” (Charlie Parker)

Upper voice

Lowest voice

Middle voice 
(circled)

Quick-study Guide to the Genius of Charlie “Bird” Parker 
When Charlie Parker introduces 
a new voice, he constantly 
keeps track of it, always guiding 
it stepwise over time.  

In the example below, notice 
three (3) voices are analyzed.

Both the (1) upper voice and (2) 
lowest voice are stemmed and 
bracketed.  

(3) Middle voice below is traced 
with circles. It acts as a constant 
pedal point throughout.


