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Music Notation Basics:
rhythm

     whole note  half note     quarter note  eighth note    
       (4 beats per note)   (2 beats per note)  (1 beat per note)         (half-beat per note)    

       1 2 3 4    1  2   3  4    1   2    3    4     1   +   2   +    3   +   4   +

1    2    3     4       1    2    3     4       1    2    3     4        1    2    3     4           

1    2     3     4      1    2     3     4      1    2     3     4      1    2     3     4

1     2     3    4       1     2    3     4     1     2    3     4      1     2     3    4

 1 +  2 + 3 +  4 +  1 +  2 +  3 + 4 +   1 + 2 +  3 + 4 +   1 +  2 + 3 + 4 +

whole notes:

half notes:

quarter notes:

eighth notes:



& .. ..∑ Ó Ó Œ Œ Œ Œ ‰ ‰ ‰ ‰ ‰ ‰ ‰ ‰

& w ∑ w ∑

& ˙ ˙ Ó Ó ˙ Ó Ó ˙

& œ œ œ œ œ Œ œ œ œ Œ Œ œ Œ œ œ Œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ‰œ œ œ jœ ‰ jœ ‰ ‰ jœ ‰ jœ ‰œ œ œ jœ ‰œ œ jœ ‰œ œ
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whole rest    half rest       quarter rest     eighth rest    
(4 beats per rest)     (2 beats per rest)      (1 beat per rest)            (half-beat per rest)

whole notes and rests:

half notes and rests:

quarter notes and rests:

eighth notes and rests:

 1    2    3     4      (1)  (2)  (3)  (4)     1    2    3     4      (1)  (2)  (3)  (4)     

1    2     3     4    (1)  (2)  (3)  (4)     1    2   (3)  (4)    (1)  (2)    3    4

1     2     3    4      1    (2)   3     4      1   (2)   (3)   4    (1)    2    3    (4)

1 + 2 + 3 + 4 + (1)+ 2 + 3(+)4 (+)(1)+(2)+ (3)+ 4 +  1(+) 2 + 3(+) 4 +

(1)(2)(3)(4) (1)(2) (3)(4)  (1) (2)  (3) (4)   (1)(+) (2)(+)(3)(+) (4)(+)     



& .˙ Œ .˙ œ œ .˙ .˙ Œ

& .œ ‰ .œ ‰ .œ jœ ˙ œ œ .œ jœ .œ jœ ˙

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙

& 42 .. .. 43 .. ..œ œ ˙ œ œ œ .˙

& 44 .. .. 45 .. ..œ œ œ œ w œ œ œ œ œ .˙ Ó
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dotted half note
(three beats per note)

dotted quarter note
(one-and-a-half beats per note)

sixteenth notes
(four notes per beat)

time signatures
(2/4 time: two beats per measure)                             (3/4 time: three beats per measure)

(4/4 time: four beats per measure)                             (5/4 time: five beats per measure)

1    2    3   (4)       1    2    3    4        1      2     3    4     1    2    3   (4)        

1  2 (+) 3  4 (+)   1   2  +    3   4      1    2     3   4  +     1   2  +    3   4

1          2           3          4   e  +   u    1           2   e   +   u   3       4

1       2          1      2                   1       2        3          1     2     3    

1    2    3   4      1  2  3 4  1   2    3    4    5     1 2  3 (4) (5)


